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Dear Cipriani Families, 

Thank you for your donations throughout the year to 
School Force, our educational foundation, and for your 
participation in our Reading Power Read-a-Thon. 
Thanks to your donations over the years, 4th and 5th 
graders have had the opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument, our upper grade students are taught science 
by a specialist, primary grade students have had the 
support of a reading specialist, and our libraries have 
been open for all of our children. We thank you and 
appreciate all you give. 

Once again California education faces a budget crisis, 
and again, schools are facing the challenge of needing 
to do more for our students with less funding. Please 
consider a new donation to School Force to save some of these valuable programs for our schools. 
Our goal is to raise $870,000 by May 1st to save our programs. This is a lofty goal, but if we 
work together, we can find a way to achieve it! 

Thank you for all of your help as our district wrestles with these difficult budget issues for the 
next school year.  We appreciate all that you do, from working on fundraising committees and 
organizing community activities, to assisting students in our classes and supporting teachers 
behind the scenes. Thank you for helping provide the best education possible for your children 
and our students. I can’t begin to tell you how much I appreciate your support and unselfish 
efforts on behalf of our children. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Zachry 
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As I’m sure you are all aware, Governor 
Schwarzenegger has announced a plan to suspend 
Proposition 98 and make $4.8 billion in cuts to 
education. This could result in a reduction from our district's budget of $510,000 - 
$870,000 next year (2008-09) and a further $500,000 reduction in 2009-10.  These are 
very deep cuts for our schools and would certainly reduce the quality of education we’ve 
come to expect.  Can you imagine our K - 3 classrooms with more than 20 students each?  
That could happen in 2009-10.   

At this time, the school board has voted to eliminate our Librarians, Music Specialists, Science 
Specialists, Reading Specialists, Ralston Dean of Students, among other things.  However, if we are 
able to come together and raise the money to offset the cuts in the State budget, we may be able to 
save some or all of these programs, but more importantly, people, who are making such a wonderful 
impact on our children's lives.   

Please, familiarize yourself with the situation.  A special website has been created by the School Force 
board to keep people informed.  Please visit www.keepourschoolsgreat.org to see what is happening in 
our district right now.  Also, please be aware of the important part the Belmont-Redwood Shores 
Education Foundation (School-Force) plays in supporting your child’s public education.  It is at times 
like these, when there are immediate and direct threats to the programs our children now enjoy, that 
School-Force’s importance really becomes apparent.  A strong foundation, supported by ALL families 
in the district, is there to protect and enhance what your child experiences every day in our public 
schools. 

If you have given to this year’s Family Giving Campaign, THANK YOU!  If you’ve given less than 
the suggested amount, please consider some re-budgeting so you can bump it up.  If you have not yet 
donated, now is the time.  Our children need a strong foundation now more than ever.  

Our friends in San Carlos have been raising almost $1 Million for their foundation for the past few 
years.  Guess what?  Their solid foundation is one of the reasons their children are not at risk of losing 
their librarians or teachers next year.   

Peninsula Education Foundation comparison, (funds raised in 2006-07) 
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Suggested donation: $500 for one child $750 for two or more.  Send your check to School-Force, P.O. 
Box 5196, Belmont, CA 94002, drop your check in the School-Force box in the office or donate 
online at www.schoolforce.org. 
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San Carlos                           $938,000 
 

Burlingame                  $675,000 
 

Belmont – Redwood 
Shores      $288,000 
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Have you adjusted to Daylight Savings Time yet? Having to get up 
an hour earlier each day is always a challenge. Is your child getting 
enough sleep? 

Sleep is essential to a child's health and growth. It promotes alertness, memory and 
performance. The amount of sleep we need each day varies from one individual to 
another. However, the National Sleep Foundation recommends that children get at 
least 9-10 hours of sleep each night. Children who get enough sleep are more likely to 
function better and are less prone to behavioral problems and moodiness. Lack of 
sleep for kids can cause irritable or hyper types of behavior. That is why it is 
important for parents to help their children develop good sleep habits. 

Here are some ways to help your child ease into a good night’s sleep: 

·  Include a winding-down period in your routine. 

·  Stick to a bedtime, alerting your child both half an hour and 10 minutes beforehand. 

·  Encourage your older child to set and maintain a bedtime that allows for the full hours of 
sleep needed at this age.  

There isn't one sure way to raise a good sleeper, but most kids have the ability to sleep well. The 
key is to try, from early on, to establish healthy sleep habits. 
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It is time for the students of Cipriani School, as well as the children in 
California, to vote for their favorite book. California students have 
nominated five books to receive the coveted California Young Reader Medal. 
Over the next few weeks during library time, the students will have heard the 
five nominated books and will cast their vote for their favorite one. This 
program is sponsored by California Association of Teachers of English, California Library 
Association, California Reading Association, and School Library Association.  Nominations took 
place at the beginning of March. Librarians and teachers facilitate the program by reading the 
nominated books and tallying the votes, but it is the young people who choose the winner. 

Ask your child which is her or his favorite so far. 

1st grade students from Mrs. Snelling’s class finished their clay animals in bright primary colors. 
These animals are bold and imaginative and they are displayed in the library for all to see.   

March madness was appearing daily in the Cipriani library. No, it just looked that way because 
the students were checking out and renewing books as fast as a tornado passes through the 
prairies in Kansas.  The fundraiser Read-A-Thon was March 7-21. The goal for the students was 
to read as many minutes as they could during the two weeks. Parent volunteers set up a reading 
tree in the multi-purpose room and it was overflowing with leaves.  

A great big thank you to Besty Carter and Linnaea Kinisely for their dedicated work and being 
the driving force behind the success of the Read-A-Thon. 
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All first through fifth graders will have a chance to select artwork to display at the 
annual Cipriani Art in Action Art Show.  This event, held in the multiuse room, 
will run from April 21-May 2 and coincides with Cipriani's Open House and 
Family Art Day.  Be sure to stop by during that time to see your child's artwork. 

We could use a few extra hands to hang artwork on Monday, April 21 at 8:45 a.m., 
and to take down the artwork on Monday, May 5 at 8:45 a.m.  Please let Nannette 
Mahar know if you are available to help (nmahar@earthlink.net). 

If you are near the San Carlos Library, stop in for a visual treat.  Fifteen of our fifth 
graders have their pastel drawings exhibited in the Children's Room from March 
18-April 14.  Based on the 
work of German artist Franz 
Marc, the following students 
drew cats with vibrant colors 
and shading: Christian 
Nahlinder, Marco Sevilla, 
Murrie Rosenfeld, Shimpei 
Koike, Amber Governale, 
Nisha Aeri, Zoe Wooster, 
Andrew Wach, Erica 
Gutierrez, Kira Roman, 
Krissy Wehara, Blaze 
Bilodeau, Adam Cobb, Pierce 
Bartolo, and Amy Gruschka. 

Many thanks to Angie Nilsen who has coordinated the library art shows all year.  Thanks to her 
efforts, Cipriani has been able to participate in these community events. 
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Just a few things this month: 

�  Please make sure that you turn in to the office any updates to immunizations, doctor-signed 
physical examination reports, and dentist-signed oral health assessments. Our annual state 
health audit is coming up and will tag any student files missing information. 

$  Strep throat and “pink eye” are still going around the classrooms.  Several students have even 
gotten strep twice! Should your child come down with either illness, please report it to me 
and please, please, please keep him/her home to properly recuperate.    

%  Parents, please check the lost and found.  The basket is overflowing and any leftover items 
will be donated April 11th.  Smaller items (jewelry, hair ornaments, books) are in a smaller 
basket in the office. 

 


����
��
�

������������	
�����
�����
�	
�����	
����	��������
� ����	

�����������	��	�����������  



 

����	6	

 

���+���	7��	3���	
���3
����4
�$�

Your March donations of personal products and Easter goodies were 
much appreciated and quickly put to use.  Thank you for your 
generosity. April's theme is "Children Helping Children."  Please 
give infant and toddler clothing, diapers, baby food and bottles. 

Please have your child bring your donation to school and place in the collection bin 
in each classroom.  DONATIONS ARE NEEDED BY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2nd!  
Samaritan House will pick up the donations by noon on Thursday, April 3rd. Thank 

you for your support! 
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If you are not yet registered for eScrip, please sign up today.   Encourage family, friends and 
neighbors to sign up too.  It is FREE and takes less than 5 minutes to register.  Once you are 
registered, participating merchants automatically contribute a % of your purchase to Cipriani.  It’s 
that easy! 

�  Go to www.escrip.com. 
$  Enter Cipriani’s group ID# 140657569 
%  Click on “Sign Up” (Be sure to have your grocery loyalty cards, credit card numbers 

and debit card numbers handy.)  
 
The great thing about eScrip:  There is no action required on your part once you are signed up, 
except to renew your Safeway Club Card annually and to update your account if you receive a 
new credit or debit card.  Make sure to register all the cards you use for payment, as that is 
how the merchants are able donate to Cipriani. For a list of participating merchants, please visit 
www.escrip.com and click on “Family of Merchants”. 

If you don’t have online access or have any questions at all, please contact Jennifer Fisher at 592-
3788 (jendavefisher@comcast.net). 
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Place: Ralston Middle School 
Time : June 24th – July 22  Tuesday & Thursday  5:30pm – 8:30 
Game: 1 hour game 
Ages:   2nd – 3rd grade league 
 4th -5th grade league 
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League Goals:  Participants will be given the opportunity to practice their soccer 
skills using the indoor Brazilian Soccer game called Futsal.  The game is played 
with a non-bounce soccer ball and uses the boundaries of a basketball court.  
Teams will consist of eight players – five players on the court including the goal 
keeper. The league will provide 8 games.  Participants will be provided a shirt and 
game time.  No practice – just game time.  Coaches will be volunteer.  Sign up and 
have fun. 

League Directors:  John Masters 
   Randy Metheany 
 

For Information call:     Randy Metheany (650) 703-4740 
Website:  www.mmyouthsports.com 
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Drop Off – Ralston Middle School (Outdoor Basketball Courts) 
Time: June 16th – June 20th  Mon. – Fri.   9am – 5pm. 
Ages:  3rd grade – 8th grade 
Where:  Monday Great America 
 Tuesday Water World (Concord) 
 Wednesday S.F. Giants Baseball Game 
 Thursday  Great America 
 Friday  Raging Water (San Jose) 
 
Free 2008 Great America “Wow”  Season Passes for all Campers!! 
 

Camps Goals:  To enjoy the local entertainment parks before summer school starts. 
  

Camp Directors:   John Masters 
    Randy Metheany 
 

For Information call:      Randy Metheany (650) 703-4740 
Website:  www.mmyouthsports.com 
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Place: Ralston Middle School Gym 
Time: 8:30 – 11:30 
Ages:  K- 4th grade & 5th – 8th grade (separated) 
 

Camp Goals:  To teach students the basic fundamentals of basketball.  Participants will develop 
their dribbling, shooting, defending & passing skills.  Correct shooting form will be an emphasis 
in this camp.  Players will be involved in a variety of  games and contests to enhance their 
basketball skills.  Players will be divided by skill and age. 

Camp Directors:   Randy Metheany    Head Varsity Basktball Coach for Hillsdale 
   H.S.  1981 – 2007 
   Andre Edwards – Coach at Ralston Middle School 
   John Masters – Teacher & Coach at Ralston Middle School 
 

For Information call:     Randy Metheany (650) 703-4740 
Website:  www.mmyouthsports.com 

�	��
�������
�



 

����	&	

To learn more about School-Force, contact Cipriani Liaison  
Martha Simmons martha@leobutler.com  594-1842 
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